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E
very summer for more 
than 75 years, Boy 
Scouts have flocked to 
northern New Mexico 
for a taste of adventure 

hiking and camping at the 
Philmont Scout Ranch.

The sprawling property lies 
four miles south of the Colfax 
County town of Cimarron, whose 
population hovers around 1,000. 
Ongoing operation of the huge 
ranch plus the annual influx of 
thousands of teens and seasonal 
staffers pumps a lot of money 
into the tiny towns in this rural 
part of the state. It means jobs, 
hotel rooms, restaurant meals, 
taxes, grocery shopping and 
transportation services.

Although Philmont Comptroller 
Steve Nelson did not answer the 
Journal’s question about the 
ranch’s annual operating budget, 
local business owners and 
elected officials say the impact is 
significant.

“If it would not be for Philmont, 
Cimarron would be a ghost 
town,” said Cimarron Mayor 
Judy LeDoux.

Nearby Raton feels the scout 

effect, too. Colfax County 
Commission Chair Bill Sauble 
estimates around 8,000 scouts 
and family members arrive 
in the town each summer on 
the Southwest Chief Amtrak 

train. While they’re waiting for 
transportation from the train 
station to the ranch they hit the 
local supermarkets, eateries and 
other businesses.

Nelson said the ranch also buys 

hardware, lumber and auto parts 
from suppliers in Raton.

“The Scout Ranch is vital to 
the county economy. In summer, 
in Raton there’s literally scouts 
everywhere,” Sauble said.

Drawn back to NM
The Philmont experience also 

motivated former scouts like 
two-term Albuquerque Mayor 
Richard Berry and University of 
New Mexico Hospitals CEO Steve 
McKernan to pursue careers in 
New Mexico.

“Philmont is one of the main 
reasons I’m in New Mexico at 
all,” said Berry, a former Eagle 
Scout. Raised in Nebraska, Berry 
attended Philmont in 1977 and 
was so inspired by his time there 
that he accepted an athletic 
scholarship to attend UNM over 
other schools that made offers.

McKernan, who grew up in 
Pennsylvania, was a scout at 
Philmont then returned to work 
there during summer college 
breaks in the 1970s. On days off, 
he said, staffers would go into 
Cimarron, Taos, Red River and 
Raton for fun.

He recalled Philmont offering 

Participants work together during a challenge event at backcountry 
staff camp Head of Dean at Philmont Scout Ranch. Head of Dean is 
one of 36 backcountry camps that in all are staffed by more than 300 
backcountry seasonal staff. Backcountry camps offer programs that 
Scouts may participate in during their trek including challenge cours-
es, rock climbing, horseback riding, living history and more.
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Staff from Philmont’s ranch department ride across a ridge in front of the Tooth of Time at Boy Scout High Adventure Base, Philmont Scout Ranch. The 
Tooth of Time is a major landmark at Philmont, and overlooks basecamp and many other areas at the ranch.
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